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and the Cods of an indifferent cize^but in others.as C I f™, „ j , . 

to have littjc fltort (talks, or Item, ; in other^ tfe Sfe 
grown bigger and larger 5 and in others, as at E, F, H, I. K> L , 
items and Cods were grown a great deal bigger, and the ftalks were 
more bulky about the root, and very much taper'd towards the tonTs 
at F and L is molt vifible. * 5 as 

I did not find that any of them had any feed in them, orthatanvnf 
them were hollow, but as they grew bigger and bigger, I found thofe 
heads or Cods begin to turn their tops towards their roots in the iW 
manner as I had obfervd that of Mofs to do* fo that in all likelihood 
Nature did intend in that pofture, what fhe does in the like feed-cods of 
greater bulk that is, that the feed, when ripe, fhould be fhaken out and 
difperfed at the end of it, as we find in Columbine Cods, and the like 

The whole Oval OOOO in the fecond Figure of the 12. Scheme 
reprelents a fmall part of a Rofe leaf, about the bignefs of the little Oval 
in the hillock, C, marked with the Figure X. in which I have not par- 
ticularly obfervd all the other forms of the furface of the Rofe-leaf as 
being little to my prefent purpofo. 

Now, if thefe Cods have a feed in them fo proportion’d to the Cod as 
.° l , r 7 „ 3 an n Carna t iovs ± ar, d Columbines 5 and the like, how unima- 
ginably fmall muft each of thofe feeds neceflarily be, for the whole 
length of one of thelargeft of thofe Cods was not part of an Inch 5 

iomc not above *55, and therefore certainly, very many thoufand of 
them would be unable to make a bulk that fhould be vifible to the naked 
eye 5 and if each of thefe contain the Rudiments of a young Plant of the 
fame kind, what muft we fay of the pores and conftituent parts of that > 

The generation of this Plant feems in part,afcribable to a kind of Mil- 
fien> or Blight, whereby the parts of the leaves grow fcabby, or putrify'd, 
as it were, fo as that the moifture breaks out in little fcabs or fpots, which, 
as I laid before, look like little knobs of a red gummous fubftance. 

From this putrify’d fcabb breaks out this little Vegetable 5 which may 
be fomewhat like a Mould or Mojf j and may have its equivocal genera- 
tion much after the fame manner as I have fuppofed Mofs or Mould to 
have, and to be a more fimple and uncompounded kind of vegetation, 
which is fet a moving by the putrifatfive and fermentative heat, joyn’d 
with that of the ambient aerial, when (by the putrifa&ion and decay of 
fome other parts of the vegetable, that fora while ftaid its progrefs) it is 
unfetter’d and left at liberty to move in its former courle, but by reafon 
of its regulators , moves and afts after quite another manner then it did 
when a coagent in the more compounded machine of the more perfeft 
Vegetable. 

And from this very fame Principle, I imagine the Mijleto of Oaks, 
Thorns, Appletrees, and other Trees, to have its original : It feldom or 
never growing on any of thofe Trees, til] they begin to wax decrepid,and 
decay with age, and arc pefter’d with many other infirmities. 

Hither alfo may be referr’d thofe multitudes and varieties of Mujkrom , 
foch as that, call’d Jews-ears, all forts o ( ’gray and green Moffos, 8cc. which 
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infeft all kind ofTrees,fhrubs,and the like,elpecially when they come to 
any bignefs. And this we foe to be very much the method of Nature 
throughout its operations, putrif, 'active Vegetables very often producing a 
Vegetable ofa much lefs compounded nature, and of a much inferiour 
tribe 3 and putrefactive animal fubftances degenerating into fome kind of 
animal produftion ofa much inferiour rank, and ofa more fimple nature. 

Thus we find the humours and fubftances of the body, upon putrif a&i- 
on, to produce ftrange kinds of moving Vermine : the putrifattion of the 
Himes and juices of the Stomack and Cuts, produce Worms almoft like 
Earth-worms, the Wheals in childrens hands produce a little Worm, call’d 
a Wheal-worm : The bloud and milk, and other humours, produce other 
kinds of Worms, at Jeaft, if we may believe what is deliver’d to us by 
very famous Authors 5 though, I confcfs, I have not yet been able to dii- 
cover fuch my folfi 

And whereas it may feera ftrange that Vinegar , Meal , mufty Cashs , &c. 
arc obferv d to breed their differing kinds of Infefts, or living creatures, 
whereas they being Vegetable fubftances, feem to be of an inferiour kind, 
and fo unable to produce a creature more noble, or of a more com- 
pounded nature then they themfelves are of, and fo without fome con- 
current feminal principle, may be thought utterly unfit for fuch an ope- 
ration $ I muft add, that we cannot prefently pofitively lay, there are 
no animal fubftances, either mediately, as by the foil orfatningof the 
Plant from whence they fprung,or more immediately, by thereal mixture 
or compolition of foch fubftances, join’d with them or perchance fome 
kind of In left, in foch places where fitch kind of putrifying or ferment- 
ing bodies are, may, by a certain inftindt of nature, ejedt fome fort of fo- 
minal principle, which cooperating with various kinds of putrifying liib- 
ftances, may produce various kinds of Infodfs,or Animate bodies : For we 
find in moft forts of thole lower degrees of Animate bodies, that the 
putrifying fubftances on which thefe Eggs, Seeds, or feminal principles 
are calf by the Infect, become, as it were, the Matrices or Wombs that 
conduce very much to their generation, and may perchance alfo to their 
variation and alteration, much after the fame manner, as, by ftrange and 
unnatural copulations feveral new kinds of Animals are produc’d, as 
Mules, and the like, which are ufoally call'd Monftrous, becaufe a little 
unulual, though many of them have all their principal parts as perfe&ly 

SlT rr^ apt f f V hC,r P ecul ? r ,,fo ’ as any of the mo(f F erfeft 

7, . '/ therefore th e putrifywg body.on which any kind of leminal 

h I nurSf d f T' S C , beconw f on.ewhat more then meer- 

aVkind fi ofVn l^ er j ng h if P " thc S en «ation and production of 
ofa Womb fhe more b ° dy ’ nC ' r “ a PP™ches the true nature 

concern in Natural Philofophy. C1 ta ‘ nty -’ willch would be of no fmall 
But that putrifying animal fubftances may produce animals ofan inferior 

S 2 kind. 




